Most of the twenty-two papers contained in this collection were first presented at a conference on the 'History of Human Experimentation during the Twentieth Century', held at the University of Lubeck in 2001. As Volker Roelcke explains in his introduction, the object of the resulting volume was to examine debates on the ethics of human trials, and efforts in regulation, in the context of different traditions of experimental practice. Readers will find some new discussions of key events and landmarks in the modern history of human experimentation: the scandal around Albert Neisser\'s experiments with syphilis serum and its impact on regulation (in 1900) in Prussia; research on a chemotherapy for sleeping sickness in the German colonies; the German Reich guidelines on human trials of 1930/31; the Lübeck BCG vaccination tragedy; and the concentration camp experiments in Nazi Germany, the Nuremberg Medical Trial and the Nuremberg Code.

For the post-war period, there are discussions of the whistle-blowing of Maurice Pappworth and Henry K Beecher about ethically questionable human trials in Britain and the United States. In a contribution on the genesis of the Declaration of Helsinki (1964), Susan Lederer argues that this (still) important document owed much to American influence, in particular the interests of US pharmaceutical companies in the development of new drugs and vaccines. The volume presents an international, though not strictly comparative, perspective by including case studies on the history of research on human subjects in Russia and the Soviet Union, the Czech Republic, France, Japan, USA, and Israel.

There are some generic issues raised in this collection. Paul Weindling\'s and Boris Yudin\'s essays, for example, draw attention to the differing interpretations of unethical human experimentation as being due to a general, morally corrupting influence of a totalitarian state or the activities of unscrupulous and opportunistic individual scientists. Paul J Edelson as well as Giovanni Maio suggest that an adequate understanding of twentieth-century doctors\' attitudes towards the ethics of human trials requires consideration of the "culture of honour" that was crucial for the identity formation of the Anglo-American and French (and I would add: German) medical profession. Generally, in the issue of informed consent to experimentation, the traditional culture of medical paternalism increasingly conflicted with legal notions of a right to self-determination of the individual.

Another theme of this volume is religious perspectives on human experimentation. Etienne Lepicard, in a case study on French priests\' comments before the endorsement of the Nuremberg Code\'s principles by Pope Pius XII in 1952, records a "multiplicity of Catholic voices", in which the issues of social usefulness and patient consent featured besides the principle of the sanctity of human life. Similarly, Gerhard Baader, in an essay on Jewish halachic views, shows how progress in medicine due to human trials was integrated under the harmonizing principle of saving or prolonging life.

The collection closes with contributions on the history of human population genetics since the 1950s, examining examples from Israel (indicating the influence of Zionist ideas), from the United States (pointing to racial prejudices in studies on the assumed link between XYY karyotype men and criminal behaviour), and Iceland. The paper by Pei P Koay, on the Icelandic deCODE genetic database, raises the important question whether this kind of research requires a new ethics. Significantly, with the parliamentary approval of the Icelandic Health Sector Database Act in 1998, the state of Iceland gave consent for all its citizens to be included in this nationwide genetic and health database project. Citizens unwilling to take part in the project were required explicitly to opt out.

Ranging in its coverage from the first public debates on potentially dangerous trials on uninformed hospital patients in Imperial Germany to this latest challenge of genetic and public health research ethics, this volume recommends itself through its comprehensiveness. It will be useful reading to anyone concerned with, or about, the history and ethics of human experimentation.
